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The Image is produced
by students in the News
Production class. Free
copies are distributed on
campus. Subscriptions are
available for $40 per year.

Rockwood student
publications are the official
student-produced media
of news and information
published/produced by
Rockwood students and
have been established by
both policy and practice as
designated public forums
for student editors to
inform and educate their
readers as well as for the
discussion of issues of
concern to their audience.

Publications will not be
reviewed or restrained by
school officials prior to
publication or distribution.

Because school officials
do not engage in prior
review and the content
of all Rockwood student

publications is determined
by and reflects only the
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About tab.
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an All-American rating with
four Marks of Distinction
and was named first place
in the NSPA Spring Best
in Show competition for
newsmagazines. The Image
is also a member of Quill
and Scroll, journalismSTL
and MJEA.
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On The Cover

Spring Break 2020. It was the week everything
changed. In this edition, we reflect on the past year
and the challenges the Lafayette community has
overcome through perseverance and creativity.

« cover design by MAKAYLA ARCHAMBEAULT

Image Newsmagazine Issue #4

What would you have said if you
knew then what you know now?

In a poll sent out to all students in their Rockwood email accounts,
the Image asked “Looking back, if you could have given yourself
one piece of advice last year before leaving school for Spring Break,
what would you have said?” Here are a few of the responses.

Hug all of your
friends before you
can't anymore.

Buy a ton of toilet
paper and paper
towels.

Buckle up,
get ready, and
good luck.

Get off your phone
more and just live in
the moment.

Actually do
the “optional
assignments.

n

Live life to a
greater extent. Learn
to love yourself.
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STUPENT CAR

by Caoimhe Farris

Testing Our Patience

EOC exams will prove nothing, wasting valuable
resources desperately needed in other areas

Staff
Editorial

Staff Editorials reflect
the majority
opinion of the
Image staff.

With a failure
rate over

two times
higher than
previous years,
testing should
be waived
and funds
redirected

to improve
student
learning
environments.

Education looks very different for
students this year. And, it is no different
even for students at a high performing
school like Lafayette. Online learning,
changes in schedules, quarantines
and dependence on technology have
created even more disparity.

Overall, the academic performance
of Lafayette students is significantly
worse than in past years.

The failure rate has increased from
an average of 1.66% last year to a rate
of 3.9% this year.

This is not simply an LHS issue. It
happening across the state.

So why is the state of Missouri
still requiring schools to administer
standardized tests this year?

The true value of End of Course
(EOC) testing has always been
somewhat questionable. And this year,
more than ever, they will be even more
unfair to districts with fewer resources
for virtual learners.

Many colleges are waiving the ACT
or SAT score requirements because they
recognize that students are coming in
with very different preparation.

This is a step in the right direction
and the Department of Elementary &
Secondary Education (DESE) should
follow their lead and waive EOC testing.

Instead, DESE made the poor

decision that EOCs will be required and
must be taken in-person.

EOC exams are not cheap. With
about 7,000 students at the high
school level taking them, the tests, the
staffing, transportation and testing site
accommodations must all be paid for.

In previous years, EOC results have
been used for school accreditation.
DESE announced the results from this
year will be used “to establish the
current condition of student learning
by understanding where students are
academically in relation to Missouri
Learning Standards.”

The resources being used toward
EOCs will do nothing but prove what
we and the teachers all already know.
We are already witnessing the direct
results of the pandemic on education.

In response to this, DESE should
focus on leveling the playing field in
Missouri schools. Resources should be
used to provide students with internet
access, assist virtual students and
provide more resources for teachers.

Rather than giving struggling
students another test with inevitably
bad results, the state should make
resources available to improve learning
environments for all students. Then, the
results could be real academic success
for all Missouri schools and students.

Stars
Gripes

Stars & Gripes is a
satirical column written

collectively by the
Image staff members.

Stars To:

*With the Rockwood
School Board election
drawing to a close on
April 6 hopefully we'll
see a reduction in the
yard sign advertising
all over the district.
+Taylor Swift's newest
release, You All Over
Me (feat. Maren Morris)
(Taylor's Version) (From
The Vault) offered a
(newer) version of

an (iconic) track (that
we will be listening

to for the next week)
(straight).

«FitBit: the somewhat
unofficial sponsor of
Joe Biden and Kamala
Harris walking in all

of their Instagram
pictures.

» March Madness is
coming to a close.
While we're upset

our bracket has been
broken so many times,
it seems we're all in the
same court.

Gripes To:

*Black Widow's release
date was pushed back
to July 9. Hopefully
third time's the charm.
*The Suez Canal
getting blocked by a
container ship is the
living embodiment of
the "You had one job”
meme.

*Georgia passes
sweeping new voting
laws with major
restrictions. Sounds
like the Devil went
down to Georgia,
looking for some votes
to steal.

+Joe Biden's dog,
Major, was sent away
after biting incident.

It appears personal
space issues run in the
family.

Look for One Fish.
Two Fish, Racist Fish,
Canceled Fish: the
Untold Dr. Seuss Story
in bookstores soon.
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Math teacher SAMUEL RITCHIE works out a problem on the SmartBoard for his Geometry
students during 4th Hour. Like all teachers, he had to find a way to balance working with his
in-person and virtual learners. He also had the extra challenge of being a brand new teacher
this school year. Ritchie said he has learned to find the positives in virtual learning. “I kind of
liked the structure of it with having things online and being able to interact with my students
outside of the classroom as well, through Zoom." « photo by JULI MEJIA

New Times Call For New Measures
First year teacher’s background provides some help

Sophia Scheller
« Staff Reporter «

OVID-19 has caused challenges
for teachers, but for first year
rookies, like math teacher
Samuel Ritchie, teaching during
a pandemic is all they know.

He said his bond with his dad is ultimately
what sparked his desire to become a teacher.
"My dad was a teacher, so | was raised in

a teacher household,” Ritchie said. “I think
just kind of seeing the impact my dad made
on his students [made me want to teach]. He
was my wrestling coach and the impact he
made [inspired me]. Just over the years | had
so many people tell me, "Your dad changed
my life" and | just thought that | want to do
something special like that, too."

To become a certified teacher in Missouri,
one needs to complete student teaching
with an experienced teacher. Ritchie did his
student teaching before the lockdown hit.

"I did that two years ago, so | didn't have
to deal with COVID. It was pretty traditional.
It [was] what | was expecting, you know, just
a classroom full of kids up at the SmartBoard

teaching every day. There weren't any online
assignments, it was all on paper,” he said.

But when it was time to step into his
first real teaching job, things had changed
completely and his first real students would
all be online.

Still, he thought he would be able to
handle some aspects of the situation
without too much trouble.

"I think the advantage | had was being
fresh out of college at Mizzou. We used
Canvas. So | was a student on Canvas for the
past five years at Mizzou,"” he said.

Ritchie believes his experience with that
program has allowed him to be able to
adapt more easily to virtual learning.

"I definitely think | had a leg up to some
teachers who were brand new to Canvas,
but there was also so much more on the
teaching side of Canvas that | had no idea.
There was still a lot to learn, especially with
Canvas and just interacting online and how
to work Zoom and all that,” Ritchie said.

His course load includes Geometry,
Algebra 1and Math in Careers. Balancing
three preparations is hard even for
experienced teachers. It is even harder when

students are both in person and online.

He said, "Luckily my PLCs (professional
learning communities) did a great job at
showing me the ropes. With that being said
I still spend plenty of time prepping on my
own. | like to work ahead, so every Sunday
| sit down and make sure | am prepared for
the upcoming week.”

And though teaching in this format was
not what he was expecting in his first year,
Ritchie was quick to point out the positives
of teaching virtually.

"I kind of liked the structure of it with
having things online and being able to
interact with my students outside of the
classroom through Zoom," he said.

However he still appreciates finally having
in-person students.

"When you can't see your kids in person,
it can definitely be difficult to make sure
their needs are met. It has been such a relief
to come back in person and get to meet
and interact with most of my students. Even
though there are some things that are still
limited, I'm just thankful and appreciative
for what we do have the chance to do now,”
Ritchie added.
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Tough year brings long-lasting impacts for many Lancers

Coronavirus leads
to great loss
for Charlton family

Kevin Vera
« Sports Editor «

For some, looking at
the statistics of lost lives
due to the coronavirus
is especially hard and
upsetting.

Junior Abby Charlton’s
grandfather was sadly
one of those statistics.

He died from
COVID-19 in Dec. 2020,
and for Charlton, the loss
of her grandfather has
been very hard on her.

“l was pretty close
with my grandpa. He
got sick first and it was
about early November
when he tested positive.
[He] was admitted to the
hospital right away, and
he was in a regular room
for a while, and then his
breathing wasn't going
well, so they moved him
to the ICU, where he was
until he passed away,’
she said.

Charlton considered
her grandfather to be
one of her role models
and she hopes people
realize the reality of the
devastating effects of the
virus.

"Even though some of
us may not be affected,
| think it's important for
everyone to understand
that it is very real and
people are actually
losing family and friends
to this virus. | think
others should know that
life is very unpredictable,
so you should tell the
people you love how
much they mean to you
while you still can. | will
never take my loved
ones for granted again,”
Charlton said.

« photo courtesy of Abby Charlton

Flight School
delayed due
to COVID-19

Vijay Viswanathan
* Business Manager «

Last summer, senior
Ben Coopmans was one
of 230 Air Force Junior
ROTC (AFJROTC) cadets
nationwide to earn a
scholarship from the
AFJROTC Flight Academy.

It was a dream come
true, but unfortunately
one that he was not able
to see through yet.

He has been
passionate about flying
for years.

"I was introduced
to flight the way many
others were, that being
through air shows. My
father took me to them
from a very young age,
fostering a fascination
for aviation that has
been growing to this
day,” Coopmans said.

Coopmans is the
Cadet Colonel of
Lafayette’s 81st AFJROTC.

Like so many things,
due to COVID-19, the
AFJROTC flight program
was canceled for 2020.

Coopmans said, “I
was devastated when it
wasn't able to happen
last year.

However, Coopmans
has not heard anything
about the program for
2021, and is still hoping
to go.

"I feel quite privileged
and blessed to have this
opportunity,” he said.

He is interested in
flying as a career path.

"Flying represents
a dream to me. It's
really something I'm
passionate about and
| want to explore it
Coopmans said.

« photo courtesy of Ben Coopmans

2020 nuptials face
pandemic
postponement

Weddings take
months to plan. There
are tons of details and
things to schedule. But
because of COVID-19,
language arts teacher
Crystal Gray's wedding
plans got more
complicated than she
ever imagined.

Gray was set to get
married in June 2020,
but she and her fiance,
Michael Rempe, decided
to postpone the wedding
when the world went on
lockdown.

Though they were
disappointed, Gray knew
rescheduling was the
only option.

She got engaged in
Oct. 2019 and set a date
shortly after, but by
that March, the couple
already had the sense
that they would have to
postpone the event.

"I think postponing
was the best option,
since both of us work at
Big Chief Roadhouse,
and we were also trying
to figure out how to
run the restaurant when
there was no in-person
dining. | guess we were
a bit nervous, with the
wedding and other
things, plus we didn’t
really want a wedding
where we needed to
wear masks,” Gray said.

The wedding has been
rescheduled to June
2021, and Gray said she
feels the same emotions
she felt a year ago.

"I felt this excitement
then, and I'm feeling it
again now, along with
this slight feeling of
panic about getting
ready,” Gray said.

« photo courtesy of Crystal Gray

New baby reminds
teacher to value
family

Having a new baby is
never easy, but having
one during a lockdown is
even more challenging.

Science teacher
Scott Haxton and his
wife became first-time
parents when their
daughter Isabella was
born on March 22, just
after the lockdown
started.

For Haxton, his
daughter is his pride and
joy and he is looking
beyond COVID-19.

“I'm excited about the
future and the chances
for her” Haxton said.

He said being locked
down at home with their
new baby was not bad.

“It actually wasn't
hard — it was kind of
peaceful. | mean, we
were scared we were
going to run out of toilet
paper, but the time away
from family and friends
gave us time to focus on
bonding,” he said.

But the biggest lesson
Haxton learned was
about the value of family
time.

“I need to slow down
and make time for my
family, and set other
obligations to the side.
I'm very much a Type-A
person. | love to get
things done, and | really
love attention to detail,
but that can't be at the
expense of spending
time with my daughter. |
want to make sure | am
setting aside a lot of time
for my family. COVID
helped with that because
we were at home and |
was able to really focus
in on just being with my
family,” Haxton said.

« photo courtesy of Scott Haxton

New puppy
creates joy during

lockdown

Sophomore Supreet
Aradhya took advantage
of quarantine to bring
home a new family pet.

The Aradhya family
welcomed a new dog to
brighten up their time at
home.

The family welcomed
their furry friend, a
Yorkshire Terrier named
Minchu, over quarantine

"We adopted Minchu
from a breeder in Kansas
near where we have
relatives. We visited them
and on our way back,
picked up Minchu on
Aug. 2," Aradhya said.

Although the family
has had other pets in the
past like fish and a rabbit,
Minchu is the family’s
first dog.

A 2020 September
study done by the
American Pet Products
Association reported
that 11.38 million U.S.
households got a new
pet during the pandemic.

"Since we were
all locked in during
quarantine, we thought
it would be a good way
to raise spirits and have
some fun at home,”
Aradhya said.

Months later, Aradhya
said Minchu continues
to bring immense joy
to their household
every day since being
introduced.

“It's like having a best
friend. Spending time
with my dog has helped
make lots of memories.
Previously there would
be a bit of distance, but
now that Minchu is in
our lives, it's brought us
together,” Aradhya said.
« photo courtesy of Supreet
Aradhya
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Staying Open

Duck Donuts helps community during COVID-19

Olivia Moran
« Staff Reporter «

wner of Duck Donuts, Tori Bray, was initially
concerned about the impact that COVID-19
would have on her business.

" think it was the unknown in the
beginning that was so concerning as a small
business owner," Bray said.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many local
businesses had to shut their doors last March.

Duck Donuts, a gourmet donut franchise in Chesterfield, opened
in April 2019. The Bray and Hundlet families own the location.

But, their location never fully closed during the pandemic.
Similar to many other food businesses, Duck Donuts offered
curbside services with limited hours. The restaurant employs many
high school students since the company is able to provide a lot of
weekend hours and donut making can be fun for teenagers. Bray
said the kids were happy to work on the weekends.

"We are so lucky. They all come to work with a great attitude
and ready to greet the guests with a smile. They make the donut
shop fun and it seems like they have all become friends,” Bray said.

Most of their employees have been working since Duck Donuts
first opened. Bray's son, Aiden Bray, is a Lafayette student and
did work at the store for some time. Eight of the workers are now
seniors. Both owners are excited for their new endeavors, but also
sad to see them go.

To operate safely, Duck Donuts took several precautions
including installing plastic barriers, social distancing and closing
indoor dining.

However, they also took a creative approach and installed a
walk-up window that customers could order at without going
inside the building. Customers were allowed to order outside, on
the phone or through the app and pick up their items at the new
window. It has become so popular that Bray thinks the window will
continue to be a big hit moving forward.

Duck Donuts did not only remain open for their regular
customers, but also served frontline workers. Two of the current
owners are nurses, also working that job during this difficult time.

Duck Donuts would match any donut purchases made by
frontline workers or medical employees.

“During the peak of COVID, so many customers were taking
donuts to hospitals, COVID testing sites and places where essential
workers were working countless hours,” Bray said. “After work we
dropped off donuts at the local emergency room departments and
essential medical facilities to show support for the community.”

Often times, they would bring donuts to Saint Luke's Hospital in
Saint Louis.

"We love our community and were honored to be able to give
back to these hometown heroes,” Bray said.

“COVID-19 really hasn't been bad.
People will order online and then
pick up from the store a lot. I think it's
helped. I'm proud of my mom. She’s
worked hard in the business.”

Aiden Bray < 10

1+ Anurse at St. Luke’s accepts a gift of boxes of donuts for the
employees on duty from Duck Donuts during a long shift at the
hospital. « photo courtesy of ST. LUKE'S HOSPITAL OF ST. LOUIS.
2 » Duck Donuts makes each donut custom to order, with many
different cakes and icings for customers to choose from. « photo
by CORREN TIPTON
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Seniors

Sofia Ganev
« Staff Reporter ¢
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"[Sports] Fusion was left no
option but to permanently
close our doors to the
community we love due to
the devastating impact the
COVID-19 response had on us
and our entire industry.”

That was the message on
Sports Fusion'’s website.

Sports Fusion was a popular
local entertainment venue
where visitors could enjoy

L)
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laser tag, mini golf, dodgeball
and other activities. Due to
the economic impact of the
pandemic, the business, located
in Chesterfield, shut down on
Aug. 15, 2020.

Senior Will Knowling worked
at Sports Fusion for a year and a
half. It was his first job.

When he heard it was closing
its doors, he was devastated.

"You really felt the family
aspect since it was a small
business where you knew all of
the upper management, all the

A photo captures the last moments of the staff spending time together at

Sports Fusion. After the last day of work on Aug. 15, they had a farewell party
where they played laser tag and dodgeball and shared memories together. »
photo courtesy of GREG HOFFMANN

siness

way up to the owner,” he said.

Knowling's job held
sentimental value, even if he
didn't enjoy every second of it.

Although he didn't rely on
the job to pay for his essentials,
it was hard for him to see the
place lose business.

"When | was a kid, Sports
Fusion was where all the cool
birthday parties were. | could
never get enough laser tag and
would end up at the top of the
scoreboard,” he said.

On weekdays, Knowling
noticed there were often more
employees than customers.

Lafayette even held their
Senior Celebration event at
Sports Fusion.

Over 100,000 establishments
in the U.S. have either
temporarily or permanently
shutdown due to COVID-19.

Greg Hoffmann, Sports
Fusion’s owner, lost all
the investments and an
entertainment venue with a
strong reputation that served
the community for 11 years.

"l was fortunate to have
savings, but that was intended
for our retirement. | have lost
around $1 million, mostly in
the value of the business,”
Hoffmann said.

One day before their busy
Spring Break week, St. Louis
County ordered Sports Fusion
and similar entertainment

closes due to pandemic

centers to close for three
months. This meant Sports
Fusion was closed during,
typically, their three most
profitable months.

Hoffmann recalls the day he
told his staff they had to close
permanently.

"It was a gut wrenching
experience. We called them
all in for a meeting and just
explained it was just financially
impossible to go on. There were
a lot of tears and it was very
emotional,” Hoffmann said.

Senior DJ Sherman, who
worked at Sports Fusion,
noticed a change in business
instantly when COVID hit.

"The days were a lot slower
and my time shifted to more
standing around and cleaning
rather than running dodgeball
and laser tag games 24/7,"
Sherman said.

Sports Fusion was designed
to have large groups of people
together at events which
made staying open even after
restrictions were lifted a bit
challenging.

The closure was difficult for
employees not just for the loss
of a job but for the memories
they made there.

“Itis sad, not only from the
angle of losing a job | liked, but
a local business going away and
a place | went to and loved as a
kid,” Knowling said.
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No Place To Land

School Store closing creates loss of income for LPO

2018 - 2019 LPO Budget Report
Misc. Buzz Book

Spirit Wear .20 1.5%
20.1%

Community Events
0.8%

Membership

12.5% Lancer Landing

64.9%

2019 - 2020 LPO Proposed Budget
Buzz Book
Spirit Wear 1%  Misc.
20.4% 0.1%

Community Events
0.8%
Membership

11.7% Lancer Landing

66.1%

2020 - 2021 LPO Proposed Budget
Spirit Wear
10% Lancer Landing*
23.3%

Membership
66.7%
Because Lancer Landing has not been able to
open this year, the profit has been $0 this year.
Data on previous year’s budgets was adjusted
based on the profits from the years before.
Data supplied by CARREN ROGAN.
« graphic by SAMANTHA HANEY

Lancer Parent Organization
Treasurer Carren Rogan said
she misses having the doors

to the school store open, not
just because of the lost income
for special school projects, but
for the time she and the other
volunteers spent seeing and
talking with students.

« photo by SAMANTHA HANEY

Samantha Haney
- Staff Reporter «

“When my oldest daughter was in 8th
Grade, a friend of mine, Rose Conway,
was running the store up here. She said,
‘Whatever you do, make sure you volunteer
at the school store. Teachers come in,
administrators come in, the kids come
in. It's an excellent way to get to know
people. The better you know teachers
and administrators, the more helpful they
are when you need them,” Lancer Parent
Organization (LPO) Treasurer Carren Rogan
said. “So | thought, I'm doing it."

Rogan started volunteering on Tuesdays
and Thursdays every week for about five
years. When more people got involved, she
moved to one day a week. This year, the
store is closed.

Lancer Landing sold everything from
food to spirit wear, but Rogan said it was
also a therapeutic environment.

“A lot of kids spent their entire lunch
there talking to us, because they didn't have
somebody to eat with, so | think about those
kids [and] who they're now sitting with.

You know, maybe it's helping them. But |
miss seeing the kids, | miss interacting with
them,” Rogan said.

-~

Another important thing to her is
the fundraising. Money raised from the
school store went to teachers, students,
Special Olympics, and other things around
Lafayette. The school store normally
raises the majority of the money for those
events, and the closure has been a hit to
fundraising.

“I' miss making the money so we can do
the grants for the teachers. We're not going
to do any grants this year. Maybe | mean, we
might have a little bit of money. Normally,
it's $18,000 to $24,000 that we're giving
back to the school,” Rogan said.

Without the income from the store, it has
created a limit on how many events, grants
and spirit wear can be purchased for this
year. But, even without the income from the
store, the LPO has been able to continue
supporting Lafayette.

“We do Lancer Award scholarships, we're
going to still be able to do that this year. We
donate to the classes, we still did that this
year, because the classes haven't been able
to do their fundraising. So I thought it was
really important to make sure that we're still
supporting the classes. [These are] our two
biggest expenses,” Rogan said.

While it's still important to support these
efforts, Rogan is hoping that the school
store will be able to open soon, even with
some limitations.

"We've had times that we've had to
restrict the number of kids coming into
the store, that there'd been like shoplifting
sprees. All of a sudden, we're like, ‘Okay, |
think that kid, and when there’s too many,
you can't really watch for that. So we've
.. had to limit the store use periodically
because of shoplifting. If we have to limit,
just to keep safe still, we're good at that
and we can do that,” Rogan said.



theimagemagazine
March 31, 2021

OUR PROGRAM OFFERS:

Free consultation

TUTORING:
Reading * Writing * Math
Spelling * Study Skills

Comprehensive academic evaluation
Personalized tutoring * Highly qualified teachers
Flexible payment options for all budgets

HUNTINGTON TUTORING
GETS RESULTS!

TEST PREP:

SAT - ACT - PSAT/NMSQT
Advanced Placement (AP)

ON AVERAGE,
HUNTINGTON STUDENTS
RECEIVED OVER

$71,149 EACH

IN SCHOLARSHIP OFFERS

AVERAGE TEST INCREASES~

Vocabulary * Phonics State Tests - SSAT + .
ADHD - Algebra * Geometry ASaV,iBes > 229 points
Trigonometry * Sciences +5 4 points
L]
1-800 CAN LEARN HuntingtonHelps.com
* ON AN ACADEMIC
SAVE $1 o EVALUATION @ H““ti“gto“
o LEARNING™CENTER®

CHESTERFIELD/ELLISVILLE - 1370 Clarkson Clayton Center - 636-536-7800

©2020 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a registered
trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities were involved i the production of, and do not endorse, this program. *Offer valid on Academic Evaluation. Not valid with any other offers. **Results are based on surveys of 3,289 Huntington students graduating in 2019, using their initial
Huntington Academic Evaluation and final SAT/ACT test score.

Learn To I
Drive Like A [

CHAMPIC

The ZC AM\U\AJ Putnam Cou“\')’

SPELLING BEE

APRIL: 8,9,10

ON!

The MOST
TRUSTED
DRIVING

SCHOOL

in St. Louis!

@ 7:00 PM
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Lessons Available 7 Days a Week
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(314) 222-3938
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Quarantine provides chance
for artist to rediscover passion,
therapeutic benefit of creating

Janka Gerber
« Staff Reporter «

ith each stroke of the brush against the paper

another problem fades into oblivion. Each

scratch of a pen fills the background like music.

In a time where everything is out of control, the

canvas provides a sort of release for an artist
where every color and component is of their own design. The quiet
solitude that quarantine provided was used as a space to create and
release the built up frustration and turn it into something that can
be held.

Junior Issy Grosz is an artist who spent her time drawing and
painting her way through quarantine. Instead of letting the chaos of
COVID-19 create another setback for her, she decided to utilize it to
get back into her passion.

"It made quarantine a lot more tolerable, because | felt not as
bored. | could just sit down and watch whatever and do art all day,”
Grosz said. “During 2019 | was going through a really rough time,
and some not so good things had happened, so | kind pf stopped
doing art. But | remember buying a sketchbook on March 13, which
was the very beginning of quarantine.”

theimagemaqgazine )
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_j&f‘ After overcoming the artist’s block that
afﬁ’—g plagued her for over a year, her art and ideas
2"\ 0 came back, giving her purpose through

,:u A ‘7 the pandemic. Grosz created a way for her

pain from the year before and the stress of
COVID-19 to be molded and mended into
string pieces.

Finding new ways to occupy her time,
Grosz explored new mediums in her art.
She said she typically stays in the realm

of watercolor, but decided to delve into
gouache to further her skills.

In addition to gouache and watercolor,
Grosz decided to adventure into the world
of digital art as well, and decided to buy a
drawing tablet.

Grosz is extremely proud of her
progress as an artist during quarantine
because of how much work she did to
improve and extend her abilities as an
artist.

Every artist has an origin story, and

for Grosz, her love started young. She

explains using art as a way to find herself

through school and life due to being a

more shy individual.

“I've been into art my whole life, but |
think | really started drawing everyday in 8th
grade. | am already really introverted and
perfectly okay with spending time alone,
but it was nice to have an outlet to express
myself."

Describing the beginning of her journey

as an artist, Grosz painted a picture of a
determined young girl who was searching for
her own way to communicate her emotions

to the world.

“| felt like there wasn't anything significant
about me. | didn't really have any skills so | wanted

B i : i / to get into art because it was just something that |
9 e ATIeh, . ' enjoyed doing and it felt good to see myself improve.”
y b Now, Grosz's determination helps her further her

artistic skills in AP Art Studio, where she uses the

class to exhaust frustration, pain, and to fuel her

imagination further like she did in quarantine.

Pandemic aside, Grosz describes art as something that

helps her cope and work through really difficult times in her life, or
even just small things that either bother or inspire her.

"Art helped me get through something really traumatic that
happened in 2019 that actually carried over into 2020. | remember
feeling really hurt by what had happened and it really affected my
mental health. | remember | made one specific painting that really
helped me work through that,” Grosz said.

The piece she created is a striking portrait of a distorted girl who
is crying, and she is gripping and pulling at her pink, bruised and cut
skin.

Even though she loves art, Grosz isn't sure it is something she will
pursue for her future, but she knows it is something she will always
hold close to her heart.

"l don't know if it's something that | would want to do as a career
path, I would definitely consider going to art school, but I'm not
exactly sure yet. | think it will always be something that's at least a
hobby for me."

1+ ISSY GROSZ painted a portrait of Korean pop singer, CHAEYOUNG from the
group TWICE, using watercolor, her main medium when painting. 2 « GROSZ
painted this a self portrait to help her with feelings of confusion and not feeling
like herself because of her mental health. 3 « GROSZ tries out gouache for the
first time, and painted a portrait of a woman with blue hair with starfish clinging

9 to her face. « art by ISSY GROSZ
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Getting
_back into
rhythm

—Lancer Regiment
Drum Major reflects
¥ on impact of restrictions;

_expresses gratitude
.for perseverance
1°of directors, members

Hannabh Fitts
« Staff Reporter «

/ I was going to give it all I had for this
last year and really try to help the band
grow and develop, not only as a musical
group, but also@as a family. | knew the band
directors had a great show planned, and we
would do amazing. But, of course, that was

b)ofe COVID," senior Matthew Brodsky said.

Since his freshman year, Brodsky has been
a proud member of the Lancer Regiment
Marching Band, playing the trombone for
three years and conducting for one. At the
start of 2020, he was awarded a leadership
role as one of the two drum majors with
senior Lily Gregory.

But, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the
Lancer Regiment did not have the season
they were expecting.

In early August of the 2020 season, it was
decided that all competitions were canceled.
Under normal circumstances, the band
would have traveled to Truman State for a
week to work on marching fundamentals,
their show and team bonding. They
would have had their first competition at
Edwardsville High School.

“Up until we had a rehearsal on the same
day we would've actually had our first
competition in Edwardsville, | don't think
| actually felt the impact of everything,”
Brodsky said.

Once restrictions were lifted, Lancer Regiment was able to start performing
at halftime again at varsity football games. As one of the drum majors, seni
—-—— MATTHEW BRODSKY is responsible for conducting the show and making
J’//’ | all the sections stay together. The show this year was called Back in Black.
n— ourtesy of MATTHEW BRODSKY .
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“That was when | truly realized that With all of the COVID-19 hurdles

our season for 2020 wouldn't be like in their way, Brodsky knew they were

any other,” he added facing an uphill climb to have any kind
In Lafayette marching band history, of season at all.

there have been several significant "Just when everyone was about to

accomplishments such as in 2019 when  lose hope and say goodbye to the 2020

they placed 32nd out of 80 bands at season, we were given the green light

the Band Of America Super Regionals. to perform at football games, and we
However, with competitions hit the ground running,” Brodsky said.

canceled, Lancer Regiment members Band fundraising,

were disappointed they would not get performances
the chance to bring home and practice
any titles this season. guidelines

were altered to

X 2 follow COVID-19
A i protocols but still

) " allow for somewhat of
&

a performance season.
The staff helped make
this possible, especially Band

Director Brad Balog.

“We have added several non-

contact fundraisers this year

to try and recover some of
the lost revenue,” Balog
said. "As for guidelines
for the Lancer

Regiment, we had all
students wear masks
at all times and have bell
covers on their instruments. To

accommodate for social distancing,
we also maintained a strict social
distance of a minimum of six feet at
all times — whether we were in the
stands or on the field."
All of the Lancer Regiment staff
were able to come up with a new, safe
show with all of the seniors voting on
what music they would play.
Brodsky was pleased to see

that the group overcame all odds

and continued to have a positive,

energetic 2020 season.

“Lancer Regiment continued to
work hard and be positive during
challenging circumstances and

that makes me immensely proud,”
Balog said.
Though it was a season Brodsky
never imagined he'd be part of, he
said it will also be a season he will
never forget.

“When | was a freshman, |

thought band was just a group
of people walking around and
playing music. | really wasn't into
marching band in middle school,
but | had some friends who were
doing it, so | decided to join in.
Marching band turned out to be
one of the biggest highlights of
my high school career.
Not only did we work

b
l;‘é-*:_g

also all became a family,” Brodsky said.

While thankful for all of his fellow
marching band members for making
his last season the best it could be,
Brodsky is also grateful he had the
chance not only to help lead the band,
but also see the great potential this
group has both on and off the field.

"As | was approaching my senior
year, | looked forward to being able to
teach others the lessons | learned as an
underclassmen,” Brodsky said. "l was
fortunately still able to do that this year,
and | just hope some of the freshmen,
sophomores and juniors learned a
thing or two about what it means to be
in the Lancer Regiment.”

Throughout all the ups and downs
Brodsky has faced in high school,
Brodsky said without the Lancer
Regiment, he would have never found
his passion for music and that he has
developed a whole new appreciation
for every performance he had the
opportunity to be in, and even the ones
he missed out on.

“l will never take any show or chance
to play for granted again. I'm going
to miss the band, but | also can't wait
to see the bright future the Lancer
Regiment has ahead of them,” he said.

My favorite
memories with the
Lancer Regiment
would be at
competitions and
football games.
The best feeling is
when you finally
got that last note
and take that final
step and finish
your performance.

Matthew Brodsky ¢ 12

ing the 2019-2020 season, Brodsky played trombone for Lancer Regi
and had a full competition season and performed for halftime like t
he Homecoming football game. » photo by SHANNON WORLE

hard to make some
amazing shows, we




@ Lifestyle

theimagemagazine
March 31, 2021

Pigments

L

A Few Colorful Facts For International Crayon Day

In 1990, Crayola made history by retiring eight colors
and placing them in the Crayola Hall of Fame: maize,
lemon yellow, blue gray, raw umber, green blue,
orange red, orange yellow and violet blue.

The first crayons were made from charcoal and oil and
can be traced back to Europe ‘Eventually, powdered
pigments replaced the chiarcoal and'wax was used
instead of oil to: stlffen the mlxture

&

&

A

Crayola Crayons vyere _inve’ﬁte'd bfy'cousins Edwin
Binney and C. Harold Smith. They founded the Binney
& Smith Co. which later became Crayola LLC.

Check Your Rockwood Email
'For The StuPub Google Forms

Due April 9 @ Midnight

Semior Activity Sheet For YBH
Questionnairs for Senior Mag
Parting Quoles
Senior Seperatives

N

¥ Lot Formrn I i B ool

The first box of Crayola Crayons was sold in 1903 as
an eight count box It included red, orange, yellow,
green, blue, vlplet brown and blqck crayons. That
box cost a nickel, or’al;p'ﬂn’d $1. 50m today s prices.
#‘ ‘I
In 2020, Crayola tgamed up W|th the CEO of MOB
Beauty, Victor Casale, to brmg 24 new colors to
represent: 40 dlfferenﬂﬂorldwme skm tones.

&“

120 Crayola Crayon colors are currently available.

In Anaent GreeceRomeand-Egypt, evidence
suggeststhat artists used certain: tﬁes‘&f’wax and
coloﬂ'd \_plgment’s,-a recipe sumlqp ‘tﬁeﬁgmdern day
~ ,‘e‘-‘.'@‘ Ai%k‘ ﬁ‘{&:# %ﬂo

'&,w-» R
*Information from crayola.com

For more details go to SIX"UQS]ODS com
or Call (636) 938-5300 ext. 6314

ST. l.omg%k Tl
(1 R
O rEqrn Experience - Career Growth ‘éi
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When You Wish Upon a Star

Escadrille team unable to travel for competition

Cece Beckmann
« Staff Reporter «

The magic of Disney is
something that has been felt
by both children and adults.
Dreams of dancing with
princesses and spinning in the
tiny teacups has come true
for millions of people, and has
become a travel tradition for
many more.

However the pandemic has
caused those plans to fall apart
faster than the drop on Splash
Mountain.

For members of the varsity
Escadrille team, which was
not allowed to travel for their
annual trip to Disney World this
year, that has been the case.

Because the competition
was being held out of state, it
went against Rockwood School
District's COVID-19 travel policy.

“The only travel we are
allowing is one day, so the
team has to come back by
night of the same day. For State
Competitions, they are allowed
to stay overnight for just one
night,” Activities Director Jon

66

Choir and orchestra had
our annual trip planned last
year, [and] everyone was
very excited about it and
prepared. About one and a
half weeks before we were
supposed to leave, Disney

shut down. All of us were very

upset due to the excitement

revolving around the trip and

how much time and energy

we put into planning out our

days there. | was not very
happy about it since | had to
wake up at 5 a.m. to get our
Disney Fast Passes.”

Peyton Einig « 11

Sumner said.

Every year, they compete
with the Universal Dance
Association’s National Dance
Team Championship against
teams in 26 divisions in both
Semifinals and Finals.

The team does more on the
trip than just compete. They
typically stay on Disney property
and spend time at the different
theme parks.

Assistant Coach Maria Schou
said, "l believe Escadrille has
been traveling to Disney for
about ten years. Typically
we would get to Orlando on
Wednesday evening. We would
spend Thursday practicing and
exploring one of the parks. We
would maybe spend that night
visiting and practicing with
other teams.”

Then, the team would
compete on Friday and
Saturday.

"Escadrille has only made it
to the Finals a handful of times.
We were hoping to get another
chance this year,” Schou said.

Sunday evening and
Monday would be dedicated to

66

| was so sad about the
choir trip to Disney being

so it's funny to see people

the trip didn't happen.”

Lena Niblett « 11

canceled. | was really looking
forward to it, We had a lot
of fun things planned. It was
disappointing to put all the
time into the planning to get
canceled. And, it was going
to be the last big thing we
did with the seniors, so it was
upsetting to not be able to
have one last hurrah. We still
got shirts for the trip though,

wearing them even though

exploring the parks
and enjoying some
team bonding.

While
the national
competition is
usually the big
event for the
team, Schou is
still proud of their
season.

"l would say our team had
a successful season. Although
things were very different, we
did our best to make the
most of it,” Schou said.

Squad members were
also disappointed the
annual trip had to be
canceled.

Senior captain Payton
Brown said, “The most
disappointing part is not being
able to dance on the finals
floor one last time. | have
been on Escadrille for
all four years, three on
varsity, so this was
just really sad.”

| usually go to Disney about once a year.
It's a family tradition. My mom is a travel agent,
and so we get discounts. We had a trip planned for Spring
Break 2020, but it got canceled. Funny thing was, our first
planned park day was the first day the Disney World parks
were officially closed due to the pandemic. To me, Disney
represents a fun place where | can take a break from the
real world and just have fun. There are a lot of rides and
attractions that are based off of my favorite movies, so it is
super cool to visit those." Katherine Limburg « 9
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Benner finds escape, fosters his love for film during lockdown

Caoimhe Farris
- Staff Reporter «

“I don't really have

the money to go to the
Bahamas, so instead

| watched some more
psychedelic or surreal
movies,” sophomore
Oscar Benner said.

He found that during
a time when leaving

the house was
not an option,
movies were
a great way to
escape.

He said, "I
would definitely

I've felt very
trapped, very
claustrophobicin
my home. | felt like
being transported
to a whimsical
realm would help.

Oscar Benner « 10

argue that
watching movies
is a great way
to escape your
current reality,
at least for

two hours, the
same way some
people like to
escape into
books.”

Benner
believes there
are plenty of
worlds to escape
to, and reasons
to do so.

“Movies, to

an extent, can
be enjoyed with

other people as a social
event, and | can see that
as a healthy thing, but

| could never really see
escaping reality being a
healthy thing.”

But when lockdown
hit and there was
nothing but time, Benner
had a bit of a change in
his attitude about using
film as an escape.

He said, "I still do it.
I'm not shaming people
who do it. | mean,
nobody wants to deal
with reality. But | do
see watching a movie
as escaping into your
own little world so you
don't have to deal with
the problems of the big
world,” Benner said.

When he was younger,
Benner discovered he
had a love for movies.

“I thought, why would
you listen, when you
can watch and listen?
| didn't really get into
ranking movies or having
a favorite until | saw
The Matrix. It was very
revolutionary for the
time. There's never been
anything like it he said.

Escaping reality can be
a good thing sometimes,
in moderation.

Benner recognizes
that anything can be
unhealthy if consumed at
a faster rate than normal.

Despite his love for
movies, if it weren't for
the circumstances due
to COVID-19, he would
choose a different
lifestyle.

“I'd say the best
thing you can do with
your life at the time is
to make the best of it
and not sit around and
watch movies all the
time. [They] can give

you a glimpse of history,
maybe some inspiration,
and if you do something
productive after a movie,
go right ahead,” he said.
He added, “I think
watching a movie can be
a complete distraction
from the outside world
and reality. | think these
distractions are the
reasons the world is in
the shape it'sin. But |
don't think it's changing
anytime soon, so you
might as well kick back
and watch a few films.”

Top Shows or Movies You
Binged During the Pandemic
The Queen's
Spiderman: Into the ~Gambit
Grey's Anatomy

Spiderverse

Outer Banks Criminal Minds

The Lancer Feed asked in a Instagram poll which movies and
shows the Lafayette community binged over quarantine. These
were some of the most popular responses. According to an
article by BBC, Netflix gained 16 million new clients as a result
of the lockdown. One of the most popular shows, Tiger King,
reached 64 million views. « art by JACK DAWS
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FAST-TRACK YOUR
COLLEGE CAREER AT STLCC
THIS SUMMER!

Our College offers hundreds of CORE 42 courses that are guaranteed
to transfer to all public Missouri colleges and universities.

Session | begins on May 18 (3 and 11-week classes)
Session |l begins on June 7 (6 and 8-week classes)
Choose from in-person, online and hybrid courses

Connect with an academic advisor to plan your summer schedule
and get the classes you need to jump-start your four-year degree.

STLCC.EDU/SUMMER

_AL
ﬁ St. Louis Community College

=

Wildwood
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We aslked, you answered

The Image collected student opinions in its monthly poll sent out through email
to all student Rockwood accounts. We asked opinions relating to the past, present
and future of COVID-19 and its impact on our world.

Here are the results from the 293 responses. page design by Samantha Haney
What phrase have you heard What are you most looking forward
most in the past year? to going into next school year?
Seeing COVID-19 restrictions
"Pull your mask up." The possible return of Eebinits faillawa
24.66% traditional school events cgnte Y
| “Did you look on Canvas?" 29.27% SR
"You're on mute.” 25% \\\ ’/ Just having a
39.04% // The possibility of - different school year
\\\ : “That doesn't look like  FLEX time returning from 2020-2021
it's six feet apart.” 17,77%_. _—  25.44%
Which initial quarantine trend needs Which social media app is most likely
to disappear permanently? to fade away in the next couple of years?
Scrolling on TikTeok Binging a TV series like
for more than four Tiger King or Outer
hours each day Banks in one day Instagram Snapchat
22.5% f_,r’r 6.9% Arguing with strangers 15‘2?% 19'T9%
. : N\, ! in the comment section TikTok \ ,f"!
E:tt'lngl:yelrg iy of social media apps 34.03% Twitter
air randomly
20.42% N N ' /30.90%
\\\
If you could get rid of one technology item Of these popular artists, who had

for the upcoming year, which would it be? the best album drop of 2020?

Positions,
Zom Ariana Grande After Hours,
2?'2:?% Google Classroom 28.35% The Weeknd
| 15.03% 26.82%
Canvas \ Y
37.41% / Folklore/Evermore, i
\\ . Taylor Swift Eternal Atake,

. 1
AP Classroom 25.29% Lil Uzi Vert
20.28% T 4
) T, _19.5 %o



